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Capt. Robert Burton & Judith La Force, Priscilla b. May 
29, 1761. 

Will Pryor & Sarah Wood, Patty b. April 6, 1761. 

John Woodson & Mary Minis, Jennie Booth b. Oct. 25, 1760. 

Mary Woodson, spouse to Thomas W^oodson on Janito v/as 
baptized. 

Thomas & Mary Woodson, a son named Jacob, born Mch 29, 
1761. 

Benjamin Clopton & Aggie Morgan, Elizabeth b. May 5, 1760. 

Capt. John Eeally & Eliz. Randolph, William b. Dec. 26, 1760. 

Obadiah Smith & Mary Burks, Joseph b. Nov., 1761. 

David Cosby & Mary Johnson, Jeremiah b. Oct. 11, 1761. 

William Miller & Mary Heath, son named Heath-Jones Miller 
b. Dec. 19, 1761. 

Sam Pryor & Frances Morton, Samuel b. Jan. 12, 1762. 

James Cole & Mary Wills, Eoscow b. Mar. 9, 1762. 

Alex"" Moss & Ann Thurmond, Joan b. Nov. 24, 1761. 

John Boiling & Mary Jefferson, John b. Mch 24, 1762. 

William Roberts & Eliz. Lewis, Je=se b. Apl 7, 1762. 

John Curd & Lucy Brent, Elizabeth b. Feb. 25, 1762. 

John Eeally & Eliz. Randolph, James b. April 16, 1762. 

Thomas Smith & Jean Williams, John b. May 15, 1762. 

Eichard Curd & Sarah Downer, Nannie Williams b. July 11, 
1762. 

(To be continued.) 



BELLFIELD. 



One of the most interesting estates on York Eiver — ^perhaps 
the most interesting estate — is Bellfield, situated in the old 
Indian district of Chiskiack on the south side of the river about 
four miles above Yorktown. The estate is very old, though the 
name Bellfield does not appear to go back further than a hundred 
and twenty-five years. At this place King's Creek and Fellgat'e's 
Creeki form a bay, and the east side was first settled by Captain 



1 Named for Captain Robert Fellgate, who patented the land be- 
tween the two creeks. 
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John West and the west side by Captain John Utie, who in 1630 
led the first settlers to York Eiver. As chiefs of the emigration, 
they were each given 600 acres of land, while the ordinary settlers 
were allowed 50 acres. Captain John West was brother of Lord 
Delaware, and a member of the Virginia Council. About 1633 
there was born at Bellfield the first white child born on York 
Eiver. This was Captain West's son John. 

The country along the York rapidly filled with settlers, and 
Sir John Harvey established a plantation, in 1631, on the York 
Eiver below the present Yorlrtown at the mouth of Wormeley's 
Creek, and called it York. In 1635 the country was rife for 
revolt because of Harvey's sympathy with the tobacco monopolists 
and the designs of Lord Baltimore to cut off Maryland from 
Virginia. Chiskiack and York were the centres of opposition to 
Harvey, who was deposed from his office by the indignant colo- 
nists, and Captain John West, of Chiskiack, made governor in his 
stead. Harvey made a great row in England; and West, John 
TJtie, and other leading colonists, were summoned to answer at 
home. Harvey, after two years, was sent back to govern Vir- 
ginia, but Captain West's name was placed in the list of his 
councillors as muster-master-general in King Charles's own hand- 
writing. 

Captain West continued to reside at Pellgate's Creek till 1650, 
when he removed to the forks of the York Eiver, where West 
Point, which took its name from him, now stands. 

By deed dated September 11, 1650, confirmed by a patent dated 
May 6, 1651, Captain John West and Anne, his wife, sold the 
plantation at Fellgate's Creek, then containing 1250 acres, to Ed- 
ward Digges, Esq. Digges was fourth son of Sir Dudley Digges, 
a distinguished English patriot and master of the rolls to King 
Charles I. He was an active enterprising man, and was made 
governor March 30, 1656, and continued in that office till March 
13, 1658. He became much interested in the silk culture and 
had two Armenians on his estate skilled in the business. Among 
his correspondents in England was Virginia Ferrar, a daughter of 
John Ferrar, who was deputy treasurer of the London Company, 
in 1619, under Sir Edwin Sandys, the treasurer. This lady was 
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an enthusiast in the silk business, and had great ideas of the Vir- 
ginia silkworm because of its hardy character and greater size. 
But tobacco ruled the day, and the silk culture was gradually 
abandoned, even at Bellfield. Governor Digges lived till 1671, 
and his tombstone states that he was "the only promoter of the 
silk industry," which is not exactly true, as there were many other 
persons in Virginia interested in the culture. 

Dudley Digges succeeded his father on the plantation, and the 
place continued in the Digges family till near the close of the 
18th Century. During most of this time it was known as the 
"E. D. Plantation" (Edward Digges Plantation), and was fam- 
ous for a brand of sweet scented tobacco called the "E! Dees," 
remarkable for its mild taste and fine smell. Eev. Hugh Jones, 
in his Present State of Virginia (1724) states, that the crop was 
obtained by a particular seed and management rather than by the 
excellence of the soil, "which was poorer than a great deal of 
other land in the same neighborhood." 

William Digges, Jr. sold Bellfield in 1787 to William Waller, 
from whom it came to Eev. Scervant Jones, who advertised it for 
sale, in 1811, describing it as "1000 acres in York county, the 
only estate where the famous E. D. tobacco was raised, which 
never failed to bring in England one shilling on the pound, 
when other tobacco would not bring three pence." 

About 1840 Bellfield was owned by Robert McCandlish, a promi- 
nent lawyer, and intimate friend of John Tyler. Col. McCand- 
lish resided in Williamsburg, and was Tyler's neighbor. They 
were congenial companions and very fond of fishing, and many 
a famous outing was had by them at Bellfield, where the fishing 
in York Eiver was fine. When Tyler became president, his 
thoughts would revert at times from the turmoil of his sittiation 
to the pleasant surroundings of Bellfield. "Does Bellfield look 
smilingly?" he asks of Col. McCandlish in a letter. "Would I 
were there with you." 

About the close of the 18th Century, the use of the cradle, then 
newly invented, made the cialture of wheat a profitable industry 
in Virginia, and the raising of tobacco was discontinued, not 
only at Bellfield but throughout the Peninsula between the York 
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and the James, which once bore the finest tobacco in Virginia. 
Thus this industry followed the silk culture into disuse, and the 
staple crops of the Peninsula became wheat and Indian corn. 



HEEOINES OF VIEGINIA. 

1. Mrs. Forrest, wife of Thomas Forrest, gentleman, the first 
gentlewoman to come to Virginia. She arrived in the Second 
Supply, October, 1608. 

2. Anne Burrass, the maid of Mrs. Forrest, who married in 
December, 1608, John Laydon or Layton, a carpenter. This 
was the first marriage in the colony. 

3. Virginia Laydon, born in Virginia, in 1609, the first child 
born in the colony. It is a tribute to the settlers at Jamestown 
that she survived the "Starving Time" which succeeded her 
birth, during which most of the colonists perished. 

4. Pocahontas, daughter of the mighty prince Powhatan and 
"the nonpareil of her race." Born 1595, and buried in the 
Parish church at Gravesend, England, March 21, 1617. She 
was the wife of John Eolfe, councillor, secretary of state, and^ 
the first raiser of tobacco (1612). 

5. Alice Proctor, who lived on Proctor^s creek near Eiehmon'iJ,- 
and who, in 1622, defended her plantation against savages with 
great bravery. She is referred to as "Mistress Proctor, a proper, 
civill, modest gentlewoman." She afterwards refused to obey 
the order of the council to abandon her house for a safer location 
at Jamestown, and would not retire till the officers threatened 
to burn it down. She was widow of John Proctor. 

6. Lady Margaret Wyatt, who came to Virginia, in 162'1, with 
her husband. Sir Francis Wyatt, and of whom the poet wrote : 

But last of all that Lady faire 

that woman worth renowne 
That left her Countrey and her friends 

to grace brave James his Towne. 



